GOODMAN
The Goodman family came to St Lucia from Barbados.
It had probably been settled in that colony since the
seventeenth century. There were already three or four
Goodmans in Barbados in the period 1650-1675 (1). In
the surviving parish and other records of Barbados,
the name Goodman occurs many times between that period
and the early nineteenth century (2). However, it
does not seem possible to produce a connected pedigree.
The Goodmans in Barbados seem to have dwindled
in number in the early nineteenth century. When
compensation was paid to the slave owners of Barbados
on the abolition of slavery in the 1 8 3 0 ! S , the list
of several thousands of récipients included only one
man of the name Goodman, and four or five women of
the name (3)•

I. Joseph Goodman of Barbados is the first
proved ancestor of the St Lucian family (k).
He
died in Barbados before 1825 (5). He married Mercy
Morris Sealy, who was also dead by 1825 (6). They
were the parents of John, who follows.
II. John Goodman was settled in St Lucia by
182U, for in October of that year he was said to
be domiciled at Anse-la-Raye (7). In 1831 he
described himself as lfa mercantile man, and

Assistant Protector of the slaves of the second
district and acting for the third district now;
and I reside at Soufrière" (8).
When the St Lucian slaves were liberated, John
goodman was granted compensation in 1836 for two
sets of slaves: a set of 16 slaves (for whom he
received £39U) and a set of 52 slaves (for whom
he received £1299); he also shared, with his wife,
two brothers-in-law and two sisters-in-law,
compensation or £2221 in respect of &k slaves (9)*
These figures seem to indicate that he was by now
a planter, having two estâtes or at least two gangs
of estate slaves, and an interest in the Morne
Courbaril estaèe of his wifefs family at Soufrière,
By 1839 John was the owner of three contiguous
estâtes on the "borders of the Soufrière and Choiseul
parishes, and in that year he United them into a
single estate which he called Union Val e (10). In
182+1 he was said to be the owner of five large
estâtes (11). In order to provide labour, he
imported 75 negroes from Barbados in 181*1(12).
John Goodman evidently acquired the interests
of one of his brothers-in-law and two sisters-in-law
in Morne Courbaril, for in ^&^h he and Henry Devaux
des Rivieres were the sole proprietors of that
estate (13)# In the same year, they jointly donated
a piece of land from the estate for the building of
an Anglican Church, of wnich the foundation stone
was laid in 1ôl|-5 (1^+).

For some years, John Goodman continuel to
increase or modify his interests in St Lucian
estâtes. In 18U2 he bought the Peru estate in the
Roseau Valley for £2000 (15). In 1814+ he and a
Mr Cotter were said to he joint owners of Fond
estate at Praslin (16). In 1 8U5 he was said to
"be the owner of Anses Noires or Black Bay estate
at Laborie (so called because of the "black sand
of volcanic origin on its beach), as well as
Union Vale and Fond (17). In 1852 he appears in
a list of owners of sugar estâtes as having three
such estâtes: Union Vale at Soufrière, Black Bay
(f,Anse Noire") at Laborie, and Pointe Sable at
Vieux Port, and also as joint owner with Mr
Marucheau of La Retraite at Vieux Port (18).
In 1858 John Goodman is named as owner of
Union Vale and Pointe Sable (19). These were the
estâtes, or the principal estâtes, which passed to
his sons Joseph and John.
John Goodman occupied a number of official
posts at various times. We have seen that in 1831
he was an assistant protector of slaves. He was
also a justice of the peace and a road commissioner;
in 18U1 he was appointe! a member of the législative
Council of St Lucia; in 1857 he became a member of
the executive Council (20).
John Goodman died towards the end of 1858 (21).
He had married, in Morne Courbaril House, on
12 October I82i|, Marie Anne Félicité Devaux (daughter
of Philippe Henry Devaux de Saint-Philippe and

Marie Francoise Félicité Cornibert du Boulay) (22).
Félicité Goodman was still living in 1867 (23).
Eight Children were "bom of this marriage:
1. Joseph, who follows.
2. John, a member of the législative and
executive councils of St Lucia, who appears
to have inherited the Pointe Sable estate
at Vieux Fort where he was a planter; he
died before April 1879* leaving a widow,
Louise Marie Lucie La Caze (who married
secondly Henry Ernest Lynch) of whom he
had two daughters (2U). These daughters
were:
(1) Stéphanie, b o m at Pointe Sable,
who seems to have died before
April 1879 (25).
(2) Mary Josephine, b o m at Pointe
Sable, who married Sidney Dalzell
Melville, justive of the peace,
accountant of the St Lucia Usines
& Estates Company Limited, and
had an only Child who died at birth
in about September 189U (26).
3. Thomas Edward, b o m in about 1837, who in
1857 was overseer on his f ather1 s Union
Vale estate, and who died on 19 September
1867 and was buried at Soufrière, leaving
a widow, Euphémie Drysdale, but no issue (27).

1+. Peter, who died without issue (28).
5. James, who died without issue (29)•
6. Mary Jane, who married on 21 September 181+7,
at Union Vale House, Raymond Sainte-Catherine
Marucheau, justice of the peace, of La
Retraite estate at Vieux Port, and had
issue (30).
7. V i c t o - t i a Lucianna, who died at Soufrière
on 12 July 1869, and who married on
17 August 1858 François Louis Marie Jules
de Gaillard de Laubenque, justice of the
peace, of Reunion estate at Laborie, and
had issue (31 ) •
8. Eliza, who married Auguste Cuvillier,
justice of the peace and planter at
Soufrière (Bellevue estate), and had
no issue (32).
III. Joseph Goodman was born on 30 July 1826 (33).
He appears to have owned the Union Vale estate (3k) •
He was a justice of the peace (35)-» He was a member
of the législative Council of St Lucia, at least
from 1861-1- to 1872, and for some time Joseph and his
brother John sat together in Council (36). Joseph
died on 11 August 187U (37).
Joseph Goodman married Anne Alexandrina
Richardson (daughter of John Richardson and ?
de Brossard) (38). His widow died on 26 April 1921+
at the age of 85 years (39). They had three
Children:

1. Joseph, who follows.
2. Thomas Richard J. (John ?), born on
3 October 187U, died on 31 December 1890
at St Aloysius* School in London and
buried in St Mary1s Cemetery at Kensal
Green in London (40 ).
3. Lilia Amédée Victoria, who died in 1920,
and who married Louis Mallet Paret, Town
Engineer of Castries and later chairman
of the Castries Town Board, and captain
commanding the St Lucia Volunteer Poree
during the First World War; they had
issue (U1).
IV. Joseph Goodman was b o m about 1868 (-42).
After school in England he joined a Company which
exported jute and other materials from India to
Britain; he lived partly in India and partly in
England, and later had an office in London (43).
His home was at Chislehurst in Kent (kk)*
He died
at Calcutta on 5 April 1§38 (2+5).
Joseph married at Castries, on 23 January 1909,
his cousin Angele Devaux (daughter of Justin Devaux
and Marie Bennett) (£6). They had five Children:
1 . George Joseph de Vaux, b o m in Calcutta on
1 December 1909. educated at Pembroke
College, Cambridge University (BA 1930;
MA 1936) (1+7).

2. Arthur John, b o m in Calcutta on 4 July 1913,
educated at Downside and at Pembroke College,
Cambridge University (BA 1934), who was
First Secretary at the British Embassy in
Tokyo in 1951, and who married, in 1948,
Countess Zofia Baden!, who brought him a
step-son and of whom he had a daughter (2+8) •
3. Agnes, b o m in Calcutta on 28 July 191 «U (49).
4. Béatrice, b o m on 12 December 1919 (50).
5. Margaret, b o m on 17 April 1924 (51).

The following notes indicate the sources of the
above information; some of the notes contain further
détails.
(1) Sanders, Barbados Records, Marriages 1643-1800
(1982), 330, 439; Sanders, Barbados Records,
Baptisms 1637-1800 (1984), 5, 7; Caribbeana IV
(1915-1916), 223, 224.
(2) Sanders (1982), passim; Sanders (1984), passim;
Caribbeana IV (1915-1916), 244, 246.
(3) "Flavious Goodman11 received compensation for two
slaves (Accounts of Slave Compensation Claims,
ordered by the House of Commons to be printed,
16 March 1838, Barbados NO 4538). He may have
been the "Flavius Augustus Goodman11 whose son
Gerald Aubrey Goodman, b o m in 1862, educated
at the Lodge School and Harrison College in
Barbados, and at University College in London,

"became a barrister in 1885, practised in
Barbados, was Attorney-General of Barbados from
1907 to 1913 and of the S traits Settlements from
1918, was knighted in 1920, and died in the
following year (Who Was Who 1916-1928).
(U) Joseph Goodman and his wife are named in their
son1s act of marriage in St Lucia (sée note 5)«
He may perhaps have been the Joseph Goodman
whose son Price was baptised in the parish of
St Joseph in Barbados in 1759 (Sanders (1981+),
37U). If so, this son was b o m of an earlier
marriage, for his mother*s Christian name is
given as Mary (her Surname is not stated). Or
perhaps this Joseph and Mary Goodman were the
parents of Joseph, husband of Mercy and father
of John.
(5) In the act of marriage of John Goodman and
Marie Anne Félicité Devaux, quoted in Bundy1s
Book of Manuscript Notes on the Families of
St Lucia, Joseph Goodman and his wife "Mercy
Morris Cealy!! are stated to have died in
Barbados before the date of the marriage
(12 October 1821+).
(6) Sée note 5» There were marty persons of the name
Sealy (sometimes spelt Cealy, Ceely, etc) in
Barbados before 1800 (Sanders (1982); Sanders
(198U)). Morris "Ceely", a merchant of Bristol,
had an interest in Jamaica in 1758 (Caribbeana
III (191U), 1U9); was he related to Joseph
Goodman1s wife? There were many persons named

(7)
(8)

(9)

(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

(1U)

Morris in Barbados (Sanders (1982); Sanders
(19820) and the !fMorris" in her name may have
been, for example, her mother1s maiden Surname.
John Goodman1s act of marriage (sée note 5)«
Papers presented to Parliament ... in explanatioa.
of the measures ... for the melioration of the
condition of the slave population, ordered, by
the House of Commons, to be printed, 8 August
1832.
Accounts of slave compensation daims, ordered,
"by the House of Commons, to be printed, 16 March
1838.
The three estâtes were previously known as La
Bastille, La Combe and Langavent (CO 258/1 II).
Breen, St Lucia (18140, 307; CO 258/1 IV.
Breen (18140, 307; CO 258/1 IV.
Notarial act of 28 Pebruary 1814+ by which John
Goodman and Henry Devaux des Rivieres donated
land at Soufrière to the Anglican Bishop of
Barbados and an Anglican clergyman for the
construction of an Anglican Church thereon, In
this document it is stated that w ce terrain
appartient aux donateurs comme faisant partie des
terres de lfhabitation Morne Courbaril dont ils
sont les seuls propriétaires11.
Sée note 13- There is a description of the stone
laying ceremony in CO 258/1 VIII. It is evident
that John Goodman was an Anglican, but his
descendants were or became Catholics.

(15) CO 258/1 IV; Breen (18U1+), 318. The Peru estate
was then of 121 carrés, but only 15 were planted
with canes. It had been put up for sale
following a judgment obtained by C. P. M. Devaux
de Saint-Philippe (brother-in-law of John Goodman)
in an action, presumably for debt, against
Peter Smith.
(16) CO 258/1 VII.
(17) CO 258/1 VIII, IX.
(18) Wells, St Lucia Almanack 1852, 38. Other estâtes
mentioned in our account of John Goodman were
then, according to this source, in other hands,
as follows: Morné Courbaril - Mr Devaux des
Rivieres; Peru - Mr Muter; Fond - Mr Cotter.
(19) CO 257/1 25.8.1858. In that year Pointe Sable
was one of the few sugar estâtes in St Lucia
which had a steam driven mill.
(20) In 1835 John Goodman was one of the justices of
the peace for Soufrière, but in 1836 he was
removed from the commission of the peace because
he had sentenced an ,fapprentice labourer11 (that
is, one of the recently fréed slaves) to fifteen
lashes for stealing canes; he had thus ignored
a new law under which such persons were meant to
be tried only by certain special stipendiary
magistrates (Papers presented to Parliament ...
in explanation of the measures ... for giving
effect to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
ordered, by the House of Commons, to be printed,
30 March 1836). Prom at least 1839 to 18U7 he

was a road commissioner for Choiseul (CO 258/1).
He must have "been re-appointed J.P. quité soon
after his exclusion in 1836, because in 181+0 he
resigned from that post (CO 258/1); he was reappointed in 18U1 (GO 258/1), and continued as
J.P. ex-officio after being made a member of
the législative Council later in 18J+1 (CO 258/1).
He was still a member of the Council in 18U7
(CO 258/1). He does not appear in the lists of
members of Council and justices of the peace in
Wells 1852. He was a member of the législative
Council when he was appointed, by Royal sign
manual dated 2k September 1857, to be a member of
the executive Council (CO 257/1 27-5.1857,
15.7.1857, 28.10.1857).
(21) CO 257/1 29.12.1858.
(22) The act of marriage is quoted in Bundy's Book of
Manuscript Notes on the Families of St Lucia.
The act states that the marriage took place at
Morne Courbaril House because of the bride1s
motherfs infirmities, but perhaps John Goodman
being an Anglican could not or would not be
married in a Catholic Church.
(23) The inscription on the tombstone of her son
Thomas Edward Goodman (sée note 27) indicates
that his mother was alive when he died.
(2k) Bundy; CO 257/1 26.8.1857; St Lucia Parish
Registers; Family Meeting of the minor Mary
Goodman (homologated the same day by the Royal

Court); Marriage contract of Henry de Minvielle
and Camille Cornibert du Boulay (24 February
1870); Minutes of Législative Council 5f4.l871,
21+68.1872. The La Caze family seems to have
arrived in St Lucia after the French Révolution.
Lucie La Caze1 s father Louis La Caze was b o m in
St Lucia and may have been the son of Dorigny La
Caze who had a coffee estate at Micoud in 1810
and whose succession was appointed in 1836 to "be
administered by Louis. The latter was a lawyer.
In 18144 he became a meçber of the législative
Council, and later he was first solicitor general
and then attorney general of St Lucia, and a
member of the executive Council, retiring from
office in 1877* A local newspaper records the
birth at Castries of daughters to his wife in
181+0, 1843 and 181+7 (one of whom was probably
Lucie); his wifef s name is not stated but it
could no doubt be found in thejparish registers.
Our sources for La Caze include CO 253/7;
CO 257/1; CO 258/1; Wells 1852; Bundy; Minutes
of the Législative Council 12.7.1860; 8.8.1877.
(25) Bundy. If she had not been dead, she would no
doubt have been joined with her sister Mary in
the minutes of the Family Meeting mentioned in
note 24 (that meeting took place on 26 March
1879).
(26) Bundy; Family Meeting of the minor Mary Goodman
(sée notes 24 and 25). At that meeting it was
resolved that her mother should be appointed

Principal Guardian or Tutor, and that her
father1s first cousin Emile Devaux should be
her "Tutor subrogate and Tutor ad hoc"; thèse
resolutions were duly approved "by the Royal
Court of St Lucia. The information on SJrdney
Dalzell Melville comes from Garraway, St Lucia
Handbook 1902, 86, 138, 21+0, 290; he died in
1919 (Palmer, St Lucia Handbook 1922+, 67).
(27) Bundy; CO 257/1 26.8.1857, 9.3-1861; Soufrière
cemetery, tombstone inscription ("Sacred to the
Memory of Thomas Edward Goodman, Esq , who
departed this life on the 19
of September 1867,
11
aged 30 years ; the inscription goes on to State
that he left a wife, a mother, brothers, sisters
and friends). His wife, Euphemie Drysdale, is
thought to have been a daughter of James
Vickery Drysdale and Euphémie Acquart. ,!Madame
Thomas Goodman, née Drysdale" is mentioned in
the will of Anais de Gaillard de Laubenque (wife
of J. H. Duray) made in Paris on 30 March 1907;
she is said there to "be "actuellement a Londres11 •
(28) Bundy.
(29) Bundy.
(30) Bundy; CO 258/1 X (where it is stated that the
marriage took place t!at the mansion of Union-Val e,
by the Rev. E. G. Sinckler, and afterwards by the
Rev. Abbé Casey, Roman Catholic Pastor of VieuxPort" ).
(31) Bundy.
(32) Bundy. She was probably the daughter who was
b o m to her parents on IU March 18U1 at Union
Vale House (CO 258/1 IV). Auguste Cuvillier,
who was at the time of Bellevue estate at
Soufrière, was made a J.P. in 1857 (CO 257/1
19.8.1857, 26.8.1857).

(33)
(3U)
(35)
(36)

Bundy,
CO 257/1 26.8.1857.
CO 257/1 11+.7.1858.
Minutes of the Législative Council 5.2.1Ô6k9
5.I+.1871, 2U.8.1872. As early as 1857 Joseph
Goodman was appointed an acting member of the
Council during his fatherfs leave of absence
(CO 257/1 15.7.1857).
(37) Bundy.
(38) Bundy. In 1831 John Richardson was manager of
an estate at Praslin and the commissary
commandant of that quarter (Papers presented to
Parliament i., in explanation of the measures
... for the melioration of the condition of the
slave population, ordered, by the House of
Commons, to be printed, 8 August 1832). He was
made a justice of the peace after the abolition
of the office of commissary commandant, and in
181+3 he resigned as J.P. at Micoud (CO 258/1 Vl).
In 18U5 Mrs John Richardson, of LfOrangerie
estate, gave birth to a son (CO 258/1 VIII).
In 1852 Mrs Richardson is stated to be the
proprietor of the Orangerie estate (Wells 1852,
39).
(39) Palmer 192I+, 336.
(2+0) Bundy.
(1+1) Bundy; Carasco, History of the Castries
Municipality (1967), 106, 126, 129, 130;
Garraway 1902, 21+0, 289; Palmer 192i+, 1-+.
(1+2) He was aged 69 at his death.

(-43) Information from Leonard Devaux.
(I4-I4.) Information from Leonard Devaux.
(1+5) He is believed to have died of typhoid fever.
(1+6) Bundy; Hood, The Catholic Who's Who 1952, 177.
(1+7) Bundy; Cambridge University Calendar 1950-51,
213*, 519.
(1+8) Bundy; Cambridge University Calendar 1950-1951,
213*; Hood 1952, 177. Both Arthur and his
brother George appear in the Cambridge University
Calendar 1961+-65, but Arthur does not appear in
the 1965-66 édition, which presumably indicates
that he was dead. Arthur was a member of the
Guards Club (Hood 1952, 177).
(1+9) BundJ.
(50) Bundy.
(51) Bundy.

ADDITIONS TO THE ARTICLE ON THE GOODMAN FAMILY
The onîy Goodrnans mentioned m a census of Barbados takeii in 1715 were the following, who
Mved m St Andrews Parisil: John Goodman, aged 34 years; Mary, 28; Thomas, 12; Henry, 6;
John, 4; and Stephen, 2 (L Kent, Barbados and America (1980)).
II. According to a letter writlen io February 1853 by Louis de Gaillard de Laubenque at
Ballemboiiclie to Ms daughter in Fiance, John Goodman was said by one cf bis sons to be in financial
dtfficulties: "le Sis de Goodman avait dit . . . . que son père s'était raine pour toujours et qu'outre
les dépenses de Céleste [sic] et celles de fci il avait beaucoup dépenfé pour planter, que la sécheiesse
avait tout tué et que le petit Insecte détruisait ce qui est resté." (C F Walker, The Gaillard de
Laubenque Family of France and St Lucia (2005), p 147)
In November 1857 John Goodman and liis wife jetu-rned to St Lucia, (apparently from Europe). In
Ma?ch 1858 a letter from BaHembcvuche nrœntioned that: lie was suffering from a stomach problem ("un
dérangement d'estomac") and was very low, and that he b.ad sold all his estâtes to Ms three sons, who
were femous workers and made "de grands revenus". He died on 5 December 1858. (Walker (2005),
pp 207, 213, 215, 242)
II. 3. Thomas Goodman's marnage took pJaee on 2 August 1859 (Walker (2005), p 254).
IL 8. Eliza Goodman was less th&n 21 years oîd wheii sbe married at Soufrière,
Pierre Auguste Cuvillier.

on 24 July 1860,

III. Josepli Goodman married Aime Alexandrina Richardson on 28 September 1858 (Walker (2005), p
234).

